INTRODUCTION

WHILE I was travelling in the Holy Land, gathering
material for my last two books, the desire grew on me
to make a Christian pilgrimage from the Euphrates
to the Nile, and into Sinai, and to tell the story of the Christian
life of the Near East.    This book is the result of my journey.
The Near East is scattered with the remains of splendid
churches which indicate that in centuries gone by this land
was sainted,  and in the Moslem countries of to-day exist
communities of native Christians who have held true to their
faith through centuries of persecution.    No better example of
these could be found than the Copts of Egypt.
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